Abstract
Introduction
Peritonsillar abscesses are a common deep neck space infection often treated by otolaryngologists. Needle aspiration and incision & drainage are the two main treatment modalities for peritonsillar abscesses. Needle aspiration involves using a large-bore needle inserted through the palatoglossus muscles into the potential abscess space. The incision and drainage method utilises a guarded scalpel to incise the palatoglossus muscle and enter the peritonsillar space. The incision is then widened to allow for drainage of the abscess. The best method for treating peritonsillar abscesses is widely debated. Currently, there is a wide variation in regional and individual practice patterns.
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Conclusions
All of the studies identified in this review were of generally low quality, due to concerns with study design, incomplete information on randomization and withdrawals/dropouts, and incomplete data reporting. Given the low quality of studies, meta-analysis was not appropriate. 
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